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©" Us +1” oma in the thirty-fifth year of 


* F the Third, by the Grace of God of Great 


P ExTRIE, of the ſame place, Maſter Mari- 


Te gn of our Sovereign Lord George 


o * 
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Britain, France, and Ireland, King, De- 
fender of the Faith and ſo forth, and 


PF 


in the year of our Lord one thouſand — | 


ſeven hundred and ninety-five, between 
FEN wick CAR, of the town and county 
of Newcaſtle upon Tyne, Maſter: Mari- 
ner; Joan HaLsTEAD, of the ſame place, 
Maſter Mariner; JohN CouLson, of the 
ſame place, Maſter Mariner; WILLIAM 


ner; and JohN Fram, of the ſame place, 
Mater Mariner; GEORGE HENDERSON, 
JohN ARKLEY, and THOMAS ELPER, 
reſpectively, of Newcaſtle aforeſaid, Maſter 
Mariners, and the ſeveral other Perſons, 
Gentlemen, Merchants, Owners, and 
Maſters of Ships, reſiding within the limits 
of the town and port of Newcaſtle, who 
ſhall on the day of the date hereof, or 
at any time or times hereafter, be ad- 
mitted into and become Members of this 
Company or Society as hereinafter men- 
tioned, and ſhall ſign, ſeal, and duly 
execute theſe preſents as parties to the 
lame j— 3 
4 AND 


Parties. a 
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FIRST. 
Covenant to 
aſſociate for 


mutual relief 
dy che name of 


. N 2 . Ay 
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and reſpective perſons above name 
alſo all and every other perſon and er 
who ſhall hereafter become parties, hy 


executing theſe preſents do, and each and 7 
every of them doth, hereby ſeverally and 


reſpectively for themſelves, and for their 
ſeveral and reſpective heirs, executors, and 
adminiſtrators, and not jointly or the one 
of them for the other or others of them, 


or for the heirs, executors, and admini- 


ſtrators for one another, covenant, promiſe, 


and agree to and with each and every of 
the other or others of them and their 


ſeveral] and reſpective executors and admini- 


ſtrators, to unite and aſſociate themſelves 


into a Company or Society for the purpoſes 
hereinafter particularly mentioned; and in 
all things on their reſpective parts and 


behalves, to keep, obſerve, obey, perform, 


make, and do all and ſingular the con- 
ditions, clauſes, rules, orders, regulations, 


payments, and other matters and things 


whatſoever by theſe preſents, agreed to be 
kept, obſerved, obeyed, performed, made, 
and done reſpectively, and hereinafter par- 


ticularly expreſſed, (that is to ſay) 


The ſeveral parties hereto being willing 
and deſirous to make ſome proviſions for 


themſelves 


a 1 e 'of the fad 4 5 ws ol 
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i fo Tt a we, old age, or death, 
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„ have agreed to unite and aſſociate themſelves 
Wt into a Society tor the relief and ſupport of 
e ſuch of them as ſhall be afflicted with ſickneſs 
er accidental misfortune, or overtaken by 
old age; and alſo for the relief of their 
widows and children, by the name of the 


Benevolent Aſﬀeciaticn, in Newcaſtle; and 


that theſe preſents ſhall be and continue 


in full force, ſo long as five of the Members 
or Parties hereto ſhall chuſe to remain and 
continue Parties hereto, and keep and 

erform the ſeveral agreements and pay- 


ments hereby on each Member's part agreed 


to be paid, kept, done, and performed; 


and that the number of Members or Parties 


hereto ſhall conſiſt of ſo many and ſuch 
perſons as the majority of the Afcciation, 
at any meeting, ſhall think proper: and 
that each perſon ſhall, upon his admittance, 


pay into the fund the ſum of ten ſhillings 


- 


and ſix-pence. 
That for the good regulation of this 


Society, the ſaid Fave Carr, WILLIAM 
PETAIE, Join CoursoNn, HuGH SPENCER, 


and Fexwick W1LK&INSON, ſhall be a Com- 
mittee for managing the affairs and funds 


thereof, until the next mecting in January 


next; and the determination of any two 


or 


the Bene volent: 
Aſſociation, in 
Newcaſtle 
upon Tyne. 


SECOND. 
Committee of 
Ive appointed 
to manage the 


buſineſs. 
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ELL AS 


Who covenant 
to diſcharge 
their duty 
Faithfuſly, and 
not to admit 
any perſon a 
Member above 


the age of 45 


Years.» 


* 


 TBIRD, 
Meetings to be 
held quarterly. 


ef 


Members to 
pay the fund 


Is. in the 


pound upon 


their earnings. 


or more of ah Committee, mall be b i 


and all future Committees do hereby coves 42% 
nant, promiſe, and agree to and with the 


raiſed to the purpoſes thereof : 


cluſion of every voyage or voyages, or on 


3 
38 
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and concluſive to all the ocher Me: . 
unleſs annulled by a majority of the M £ . 95 
at any meeting: and the ſaid Commit 
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faid ſeveral Parties hereto, and their re- 
ſpective executors and adminiſtrators, and | 
to and with each and every of them that 
they and each of them ſhall and will well 
and truly, diſcharge their office according 
to the true meaning of theſe preſents, and 4 1 
apply the funds and contributions to be 
and ſhall 
not admit any perſon as a Member, who 
{hall be above the age of forty-five years. | 
That a meeting of ſuch of the Members . 
as ſhall be at home ſhall be held quarterly | 
on the ſecond Tueſday in April; the ſecond 
Tueſday in July; the fecond Tueſday in 
October; and the ſecond Tueſday in Jan- 
uary, (where the Box ſhall be kept,) at 
ſix o'clock in the evening to tranſact the 
buſineſs of the Aﬀociation ; and every ſuch 
Member, party hereto, ſhall then pay into 
the Box or Fund of the Company, the ſum 
of one ſhilling for every twenty ſhillings he 
ſhall have then earned, per voyage or month, 
which payment ſhall be made at the con- 
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all proceed on another voyage until the 
| former it 

the fund one ſhilling for every ſuch neglect. 
And in caſe any Member ſhall conceal or 


paid, upon pain of forfeiting to 


deny any part of ſuch earnings to defraud 
the Company, upon proof being made 
thereof to the ſatis faction of the majority 
of the Members then preſent, ſuch Members 
offending ſhall pay up the money deficient, 


Fund the ſam of five — tor every 
ſuch offence. 


And every Member not ok up what 
is due from him to the Company as afore- 


faid in the ſpace of ſix months, it fhall 
and may be lawful to and for the majority of 
the Members or Parties hereto preſent at 
the firſt quarterly meeting, at or after the 
expiration of ſuch fix months, to exclude 


and expel ſuch Member or Members ſo in 


arrear as aforeſaid from and out of this 
Company or Aſſociation, by writing under 


their hands, to be entered in the book of 


the Company, and a true copy thereof 
delivered to the Party or Parties offending, 
or left for him or them at his or their 


uſual place of reſidence within three days 
from and after ſuch entry, and ſuch Party 


or Parties ſo excluded tha!l forfeit all the 
5 money 


* 


months co be 


Members not 
fairly contri- 
buting to for- 
leit 5s. 


and alſo forfeit and pay into the Box or 


And not pay- 
ing for fre 


expelled, 


FOUR TH. 
In caſe any 
Member faall 
go to ſea ma 
Jower Rftativn 


than maſter, 


he ſhall only 
pay according 
to his carvings. 


Members not 
going to lea 
moll pay 158. 
a quarter. 


thenceforth be ablelutel) 3 eves from 
any further payments thereto, and ſhall 


be totally debarred from receiving an 
benefit therefrom. And at the firſt quar- 
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terly incetings, a Clerk ſhall be appointed 
(during pleaſure) to keep the accounts and 


tranſact the buſineſs of the Aſſociation, and 


each Member hall ſpend two-pence at each 
meeting. 

That in caſe any Member or Members 
hereto ſhall hcreafter be neceſſiated to go 
mate or common man, fuch Member or 
Members ſhall, from thenceforth ſo long 
as he or they ſhall be ſo reduced, pay to 
the fund of this Aſſociation according to 
his or their earnings, And in caſe any 
Member g Members ſhall decline going to 
ſea, and ſuch Members hereto as are not 
ſeamen, ſhall reſpectively pay the ſum of 
fifteen ſhillings a quarter inte the fund; 
and the Members ſo declining ſhall alfo 
pay the ſame money into the fund at 
the uſual meetings, under the ſame pen- 
alties as other Members, which payments 
ſhall be accepted and taken as equivalent 
to the earnings of ſuch Member or Mem- 
bers. 


That 


\ 


That a ſtrong Box ſhall be provided to 


hold the Company's ſtock, which ſhall have 
three different locks, and a key of each 


lock ſhall be delivered to three different 


Members or Parties hereto, who ſhall be 
nominated for that purpoſe by a majority 


of the Company; which Box fhall be 


committed to the care and charge of ſome 


Innkeeper in Newcaſtle aforeſaid, or to ſuch 


other perſon as a majority of the Parties 


8 


Box for the time being, ſhall enter into 


and execute a bond with ſuflicient fecu- 
rities, in ſuch penalty as the majority of 
the Parties hereto ſnall think neceſſary for the 


ſafe production of the ſame and the contents 


thereof, and which ſhall be never opened 
or: ſhut but in the preſence of the keeper 
thereof, his wife, or ſome perſon . 
by bim for that pupoſe. 


That if any Member ſhall happen to 


be ſhipwrecked, and the ſhip loſt, ſuch 
Member ſhal} be intitied to receive from 


the fund of this Afﬀociation the ſum of 


fifteen pounds, provided ſuch Member ſhall 
have bcen Party hereto for the term of 
two years. or upwards before the time of 
ſuch loſs, and not otherwiſe; or in cafe 


any Member ſhall belong to any ſhip which 


B {hall 


Acre. 


FIFTH, 
Box to be 
provided with 
three locks and 
kept in ſome 
houſe in New - 
caſtle. 


| hereto ſhall thivk proper; and whoever 
{hall have the care and charge of the ſaid 


Bond to be 
given for pro- 
ducing. the 


SIXTH. 
Shipwreck'd 

Members to 
receive 15 l. 
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Or ſuch dam- 
age as he ſhall 
have ſuſtained, 
not exceeding 
151. 


If Members 
find fault re- 
ſpecting ſuch 
payments, to 
forfeit 5s. 


And! on pay» 
ment of ſuch 
ſums, each 


Member to 
Pay Is. 


SEVENTH. 
If any Member 
„hall be cap- 
- tur'd he ſhall 
receive 151. 
and 6s, per 
week during 
his impriſon- 
ment. 


all be avi ander "Raw þ tot off R 
the loſs which ſuch Member hath ſuſtained 
ſha}l be proved to the ſatisſaction of the 


Committee, who thereupon ſhall make a 


reaſonable recompence to the ſuffering 
Member according to the circumſtances of 
the caſe, not exceeding fifteen pounds, and 
when the recompence to be made is agreed 


upon, it ſhall then be paid as ordered: 


and if any Member or Members in the ſaid 
Aſſociation are heard or found at any time 


hereafter finding fault with ſuch ſums 


being ſettled upon according to this rule, 


they ſhall be fined five ſhillings. And in 


order to keep up the ſaid fund, each Mem- 


ber ſhall, on payment of any ſuch money 
as aforeſaid, pay into the ſaid fund the 


ſum of one ſhilling a piece. 

That in caſe any Member wall, after 
being a Member for two years, happen to 
be taken by an enemy, ſuch Member ſhall 
receive out of the fund of this Aſſociation 
the ſum of fifteen pounds, and ſhall: alſo 
receive the ſum of fix ſhillings per week, 
ſo long as he or, they ſhall be detained 
in priſon by any ſuch enemy, and on ſuch 
payment: and, in order to keep up the 
ſaid fund, each Member ſhall pay to the 


ſame the ſum of one ſhilling. 


That 


Phat if any Member or Members as 
aforeſaid ſhall, through ſickneſs, accidental 
' misfortunes, or old age, (after being a 
Member one year) become unable to follow 
his or their employment, ſuch Member or 
Members ſhall receive from the fund of 
this Company, the ſum of nine ſhillings 
per week, commencing at the end of one 
week's illneſs, and if he continue ſo for 


one year, then the payment to be reduced 


to five ſhillings per week during the time 


of ſuch his or their affliction, or for life, 


if unable to make a ſuiticient endeavour 


for a livelihood. | 
That if any Member or Members ſhall 


happen to die, (after he or they ſhall have 


been Party hereto for the term of one year 
pet annum. 


or upwards,) his or their widow or widows. 


ſhall be intitled to receive from and out 
of the fund of this Afociation, fo long 


PIGHTH. 
lf any Member 
(by fickneſs) 
ſhall be unable 
to follow his 
employment, 
he ſhall receive 
9s. per week 
tor a year, and 
5s. per week 
afterwards. 


NINTH, 
Ifany Member 
dic his widow 
to receive ol. 


as ſhe or they ſhall continue a widow or 


widows, the annuity or yearly ſum of ten 
pounds each, but not to receive the ſaid 
annual money till the end of three years 
from his firſt becoming a Member, and 
then entitled$to one year's pay, unleſs the 
deceaſed Member ſhall have belonged. to 
this Society for two years or upwards, 
then the firſt payment to be made at the 
end of one year from his deceaſe; and 
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| And when the 


the fund a- 


. mounts to 


1000l. 15l. 


per annum. 


The ſum of 5l. 


to be paid im- 


mediately on 
the death of a 


Member to the 
_ widow. 


TENTH. 
In caſe there 
ſhall be no 
widow, the 
children to re- 
ceive the annu- 
ity till the 
youngeſt is 14. 


And in caſe 
any orphan in- 
capable of get⸗ 


ting a liveli- 
hood, to be 
paid 48. 6d. 
per week, for 
life, 


Eu } 
when the fund ſhall amount to one thou- 
ſand pounds, the widows of each deceaſed 
Member ſhall receive fifteen pounds annu- 


ally; and any ſuch widow or widows ſhall 


and may be at liberty to draw and receive 
from the fund of this Aſſociation, imme- 


diately on the deceaſe of her or their 


huſband or huſbands, the ſum of five 
pounds, to be deducted or retained out 
of her or their ſirſt year's annuity. 

And in caſe any Member or Members, 
having been a Party hereto for the term 


of one year or upwards, ſhall happen to. 


die, and leaving no widow, or leaving a 
widow who ſhall die, the child or children 
of ſuch deceaſcd Party or Parties ſhall, fo 
long as the youngeſt of them remains 


under the age of fourteen years, receive 
from the fund of this Aſſociation the fame _ 


annuities as the widow or widows would 
have been entitled to; and in caſe any ſuch 
children, being orphans, ſhall (though 
above fourteen years of age) be incapable 
of getting their livelihood, by reaſon of 
lameneſs, blindneſs, or other misfortunes, 


acquired before that age, then ſuch child 
thall be paid a ſum not leſs than one 
ſhilling and ſixpence a week, for and during 


his or her natural life; and in making ſuch 


payments, regard ſhall be had to the funds 


and 


—— 


— 


» 
— 
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Member or Members thall propoſe to break 


2 © 4 3 

and growing contributions, ſo that they 
ſhall not be exceeded, by making a pro- 
portionable deduction from all the pay- 


ments betore mentioned; and in cafe any 
Member ſhall die, leaving neither widow 
or child, the next of kin, or ſuch perſons 
as the Member may by his will direct, 
ſhall be paid twenty pounds, within three 
months after his death, provided the de- 
ceaſed was a Member twelve months, and 
complied with the rules of the Aﬀociation. 

That if any Member or Members ſhall 
happen to die, not having been a Party or 
Parties hereto for the term of one year, 


the money he or they {hall have. then paid 


into the Box or Fund of this Aſſociation 
ſhail be returned to his widow or deſcen- 
dants, and if no widow or deſcendants 


ſhall belong to the Fund. 


That upon payment of any ſuch money 


as aforeſaid, each perſon receiving the ſame 


ſhall pay into the Box or Fund, the ſam 
of one ſhiling. 
That the buſineſs and affairs of this 


DednRion to 
be made if 

funds are likely 
to be exceeded. 


Member dy- 
ing leaving no 
widow or 

child, his next 
of kin, or ſuch 
perſon, to 

whom he ſhall 


bequeath the 


ſame, to be 
paid 201. 


ELEVENTH. 
A Member 
dying not hav- 
ing been a year 
in the Aſſocia» 
tion, hismoney 
to be returned, 


TWELTTH, 


THIRTEENTH. 


Aſſociation (not ſettled by the Committee, 


or any two or more of them) ſhall be. 


propoſed and carried by a majority of votes 
of the Members preſent at ſuch mectings 
of the Company as aforeſaid : and if any 


op 


Buſineſs not 
ſettled by the 
Committee to 
be done at the 
meetings. 


* 
- * 
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Members 
guilty of any 
breach, &c. to 
be expelled, 


FOURTEENTH, 


Members 
quarreling, &c 


to pay fortcits. 


enter into this Aſſociation ſhould not be 
8 . admitted, 


E «4 3; 
up the Company or Aſſociation, or to fhare 
any money out of the Box or Fund, or 
even to borrow money from the Fund 


without tendering a ſufficient ſecurity, or 
ſhall not agree to the determination of the 


majority of the Company, or to any matter 
regularly voted and carried as aforeſaid, 
or ſhall receive any benefit from the Fund 


unworthily, or ſhall break theſe articles, 
or do any matter or thing whatſoever 


tending to deceive, defraud, or injure all 


or any of the Members of this Aſſociation, 
ſhall be excluded and expelled from this 


Aſſociation by the Committee for the time 


being, or any two or more of them, and 


ſhall forfeit all the money he or they have 
then paid into the Fund of this Aſſociation. 
That if at any meeting any Member 


ſtrike at another Member in anger, he ſhall 


forfeit the ſum of five ſhillings ; and if both 
Members ſtrike at each other, they ſhall 


forfeit five ſhillings a piece: and if any 
Member, at any meeting of the Company, 
hall ſwear or talk obſcenely, or keep not 


filence when demanded, ſuch Member or 
Members fo offending ſhall forfeit ſixpence 


each, to be paid into the Fund of this 


Aſſociation: and if any Member ſhall know 
any cauſe why any perſon propoſing to 


C 
admitted, and which, if divulged, would 
have prevented him; and alſo it any Mem- 


ber ſhall declare, to any rejected or other 


perſon, what was the cauſe of his being 
refuſed, or who mentioned the ſame, both 
the Member who ſhall not divulge the ſame 
to the Society, and the Member who after- 
wards ſhall make the ſame known, ſhall 
be immediately fined one guinea; and upon 
the denial of paying the ſaid fine, without 
ſufficient reaſon to the ſatisfaction of the 
Society, ſhall be immediately excluded, 
and forfeit the whole money he or they 
ſhall have then paid into the ſaid Fund of 
this Aflociation. 
That if any Member ſhall reflect upon 
| scher for not having paid ſo much to 
the Box or Fund as he or any other 
Member hath paid, ſuch Member ſhall for- 
feit and pay to the Fund the ſum of five 
ſhillings for every ſuch offence. 

That upon the death of any Member 
the other Members at home ſhall attend his 
funeral, or pay a fine of one ſhilling to 


the Fund. 


That the ne to hs raiſed ſhall be 


placed out at intereſt, or in the Funds, in 
the name or names of ſuch of the Committee 
as ſhall be agreed upon, in truſt nevertheleſs 
for the purpoſes of the Aſſociation. 

„„ That 


Members 


knowing any 


cauſe why any 
one ſhould not 
be admitted, 
and not di- 
vulging the 

famc to the 
Company, or 


any Member 


revealing ſuch 
out of the 


Company, to 


forfeit one 
guinea, 


And on refu- 
ſing to pay the 
fins, to be 

_ excluded. 


FIFTEENTH. 
Members up- 
braiding others 
for not having 
paid ſo much 
as them to be 
fined. 


SIXTEENTH. 
Members to 
attend funerals 


SEVE Ne 
TEENTH., 


Contributions 


to be placed 
out at intereſt. 


LISETEENTY. That! 2 general meeting of all the Members | Fa 
Annual t- 5 
ings to be held Of this en ſhall be held on the 13 
on the x8th of | | 7 
9 eighteenth day of ].nnary, in every year, "4 
Committee to at the honic where the Box is kept for the 1 
be choſen, bye : : 5 ; 92 
8 made, time being, at which time a Committee N 

e HAIRS of 1 


of five Members who thall have becn Parties 1 

hereto for the term of one year or upwards, _ 

ſhall be voted and appointed to tranſact i, * 

the buſineſs of the Company for the enſuing (oo 

year, and the determination of any two WT 

or more of ſuch Committee, reſpecting the 1 

©, buſineſs of the Company or Aſſociation, 
* ; ſhall be binding and concluſive to all the 


a | other Members, and ſhall not be annulled | 
. or reverſed, but by a majority of the Whole Wy | 
| is Members or Parties hereto ;- and ſuch an- 
ef  mual meetings ſhall have power to make 5 

. bye laws and regulations, and every Mem- 

I, ber ſhall then, 2 himſelf or proxy, pay 

one ſhilling to d ay the expence thereof, | 
and ſhall alſo pay up all arrears that day, x ak 

> or be fined one ſhilling. In witneſs where- 

. of the ſaid parties to theſe preſents have 

5 hereunto ſer there haads and ſeals, the day 5 
1188 and year above written. | * 


